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Alcohol forum
to hit schools
PRIMARY school children will be 
warned against the dangers of alcohol 
under a plan to tackle underage drink-
ing in the North East.

Authorities in Wangaratta are consid-
ering running a youth forum for years 5 
and 6 students and their parents.

Wangaratta Council community 
wellbeing director Ruth Tai said it was 
hoped to be able to address the issue of 
alcohol consumption for youth prior to it 
becoming a problem.

“We want to be able to warn young 
people against underage drinking before 
the infl uence is there,” she said.

“We really need to have an effect on 
the decision at the beginning of the pro-
cess for the young person because once 
they’re into the habit of drinking alco-
hol, it’s much harder to reach them.”

Ms Tai said parents are also encour-
aged to become involved after it was de-
termined adults are often the ones sup-
plying alcohol to children.

“I think in so many cases you’ve got a 

group of parents who want to help their 
young people learn about alcohol, but 
don’t know how to,” she said.

“You’ve also got parents who drink 
alcohol themselves and don’t realise the 
impact they have on the young person.

“It’s important to do this at an early 
age so that parents can think about 
what they’re doing and young people can 
have information so they can make bet-
ter choices.”

The Victorian Health Department has 
provided $5000 to Wangaratta Council 
for a strategy dealing with young people 
and alcohol.

The project is being lead by council’s 
community wellbeing advisory commit-
tee, which comprises representatives 
from youth services and education pro-
viders.

Committee member and family en-
gagement worker, Angela Craven, said 
the group was still probing the idea of a 
session for primary school children.

“We’re looking at best practice models 
and looking for advice from other organ-
isations.”

BY SALLY EVANS

● Anna Seymour and 
Elvin Lam teach Lav-
ington’s Lyle Taylor, 
12. Picture: BEN EYLES

Deaf fi nd dance groove
DEAF and hearing-impaired Border 
students got the lowdown on hip-hop 
moves from a group of professional, and 
deaf, dancers.

Deaf Can Dance, a project by Arts 
Access Victoria’s Deaf Arts Network, 
hosted the hip-hop workshop for Border 
youth at the Albury-Wodonga Dance 
Studio in Townsend Street, Albury, 
last week .

Dance teacher Ross Onley Zerkel said 
the workshop would help give students 
the awareness that they can achieve 
anything.

“We want to show people that deaf 
people can do anything in life,” he 
said.

Deaf Can Dance formed in 2008 after 

a group of six deaf people came togeth-
er to create the unique and award-win-
ning dance theatre performance, called 
Sound of Silence that performed to sell-
out audiences at the Melbourne Fringe 
Festival.

Part of Deaf Can Dance Company’s 
mission is to assist with the prevention 
of mental health issues about 800,000 
people with a hearing loss experience 
from chronic isolation to depression.

“It is really exciting to have such ac-
complished performers in our region,” 
Deafaccess Victoria Hume co-ordinator 
Julie Kiroluch said.

Ms Kiroluch said the workshops pro-
vided a grounding for deaf and hearing-
impaired youth to join in a community 
dance class or even perhaps perform 
with Deaf Can Dance in their shows.

BY JOHN CONROY

Police offi cer hurt
in wild pub brawl
A BRAWL involving 100 
people in Sydney started 
when three people were 
ejected from a pub, police 
say.

A number of fi ghts 
broke out on the corner 
of Argyle and Harrington 
streets in The Rocks about 
2.30am yesterday and riot 
squad offi cers used capsi-
cum spray to disperse the 
crowds, Superintendent 
Ken Finch said.

A police offi cer was hos-
pitalised with facial inju-
ries and bruising to his 
ribs after he was assault-
ed during the brawl.

The fi ghting started 
when three people were 
thrown out of a pub, which 
was in the process of clos-
ing, Supt Finch said.

“The behaviour of those 
people became very ag-
gressive and confronta-
tional towards the securi-
ty offi cers, so police were 
called,” he said.

As police attempted to 
subdue the crowd, using 
capsicum spray in some 
cases, another brawl 
broke out inside the pub.

Police forced open the 
door of the pub to get in 
and remove people onto 
the street.

“It was a very violent, 
aggressive situation,” 
Supt Finch said.

A Pendle Hill man, 20, 
has been charged in con-
nection with the assault.

Seven other men were 
arrested in connection 
with the brawl.

Lucky pair
 left unhurt
A WOMAN and her 
daughter were lucky 
to escape injury when 
their car hit a power 
pole in Wodonga on 
Saturday.

Police said the 
Wodonga woman, 
24, lost control of 
her car and crashed 
at the intersection 
of Belgrade Avenue 
and Dublin Street at 
8.45am. Neither the 
woman nor her daugh-
ter, 5, were hurt.

Sen-Constable Phil 
Jones, of Wodonga 
highway patrol, said 
the accident might 
have been related to 
the woman’s medical 
condition.

— SALLY EVANS
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“We really need to have an effect on 
the decision at the beginning of the pro-
cess for the young person because once 
they’re into the habit of drinking alco-
hol, it’s much harder to reach them.”

Ms Tai said parents are also encour-
aged to become involved after it was de-
termined adults are often the ones sup-
plying alcohol to children.

“I think in so many cases you’ve got a 

group of parents who want to help their 
young people learn about alcohol, but 
don’t know how to,” she said.

“You’ve also got parents who drink 
alcohol themselves and don’t realise the 
impact they have on the young person.

“It’s important to do this at an early 
age so that parents can think about 
what they’re doing and young people can 
have information so they can make bet-
ter choices.”

The Victorian Health Department has 
provided $5000 to Wangaratta Council 
for a strategy dealing with young people 
and alcohol.

The project is being lead by council’s 
community wellbeing advisory commit-
tee, which comprises representatives 
from youth services and education pro-
viders.
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the group was still probing the idea of a 
session for primary school children.
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Studio in Townsend Street, Albury, 
last week .
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the awareness that they can achieve 
anything.

“We want to show people that deaf 
people can do anything in life,” he 
said.
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er to create the unique and award-win-
ning dance theatre performance, called 
Sound of Silence that performed to sell-
out audiences at the Melbourne Fringe 
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mission is to assist with the prevention 
of mental health issues about 800,000 
people with a hearing loss experience 
from chronic isolation to depression.
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complished performers in our region,” 
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dance class or even perhaps perform 
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Police offi cer hurt
in wild pub brawl
A BRAWL involving 100 
people in Sydney started 
when three people were 
ejected from a pub, police 
say.

A number of fi ghts 
broke out on the corner 
of Argyle and Harrington 
streets in The Rocks about 
2.30am yesterday and riot 
squad offi cers used capsi-
cum spray to disperse the 
crowds, Superintendent 
Ken Finch said.
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pitalised with facial inju-
ries and bruising to his 
ribs after he was assault-
ed during the brawl.

The fi ghting started 
when three people were 
thrown out of a pub, which 
was in the process of clos-
ing, Supt Finch said.

“The behaviour of those 
people became very ag-
gressive and confronta-
tional towards the securi-
ty offi cers, so police were 
called,” he said.

As police attempted to 
subdue the crowd, using 
capsicum spray in some 
cases, another brawl 
broke out inside the pub.

Police forced open the 
door of the pub to get in 
and remove people onto 
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aggressive situation,” 
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A Pendle Hill man, 20, 
has been charged in con-
nection with the assault.
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arrested in connection 
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Lucky pair
 left unhurt
A WOMAN and her 
daughter were lucky 
to escape injury when 
their car hit a power 
pole in Wodonga on 
Saturday.

Police said the 
Wodonga woman, 
24, lost control of 
her car and crashed 
at the intersection 
of Belgrade Avenue 
and Dublin Street at 
8.45am. Neither the 
woman nor her daugh-
ter, 5, were hurt.
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Anna Seymour and Elvin Lam reach lavington’s Lyle Taylor, 12. Picture: Ben Eyles
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